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G Ev. XILH, 


will bleſs thee — and thou ſbalt be 
a bleſſing. © 


II was Abraham's honour to 

be called the friend of God, 
and his happineſs upon all 
occaſions to be treated as 
ſuch. God communicated to 
him his ſecrets s for with a 
friend we are to have no re- 
ves. The ſtyle of a friend is the man of my 
rets; we ſhould open our hearts to thoſe 
> lay in our boſom. When God therefore 
s about to do a thing that would ſet the 
prid a wondering, and which he knew 
puld ſoon come to Abraham's ear; he 
gues with himſelf after the manner of 
en, ſaying, Shall I hide from Abraham the 
ing which I do? Gen. xviii. 17. I have 
gled him out to be my friend and fa- 


urite; I have great things in ſtore for 
; and deſign to make a great man of 
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him; and ſhall I do a thing, eſpecially 
extraordinary a thing that will aſtoniſh th 
world, and make ſuch a report in the cout 
try, and not tell him of it? this would ng 
look ſo friendly, nor conſiſt with the lay 
and rules of true friendſhip ; therefore Gof 
would not do ſo great a thing, as the deſtroy 
ing the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, withou 
imparting the ſecret to his friend Abraha 
the man of his council. 
And as God communicated to him his ſ 
crets, he conferr'd upon him great honour: 
and diſtinguiſhed him, by many choice an 
ſingular favours, which made a communiay 
tion of goods, according to another of th 
laws of friendſhip, that friends muſt have « 
things common. Thus the ways of God t 
wards him, were ways of kindneſs and frienl 
ſhip. He was open-hearted and open-hand 
ed to his friend Abraham. 
And if in any inſtances he ſeem'd to at 
contrary to the rules of this character, as| 
might be thought he did, when he trie 
him by a command to leave his fathe 
houſe ; and afterwards to offer up his 0 
ly fon ; wherein he muſt deny himſe 
not only as to his preſent poſſeſſions, buth 
future hopes; if God, I ſay, did thus try hit 
it was to render his obedience the mo 
heroick and conſpicuous, and ſet him up: 
a pattern to after ages of all thoſe graces, whit 
were ſo eminently diſplay'd in thoſe illuſtriodl 
acts of obedience. It's the firſt.of theſe v 
| a 


(s) 

re concern'd with, which runs thus in the 

vords juſt before thoſe of the text. verſe 1. 

o get thee out of thy country, from thy kind. 

ed and thy father's houſe, to a land which I 
ball ſhew thee. A hard ſaying to fleſh and 

lood ! his country muſt be dear to him 

is kindred till dearer ; and his father's houſe 

eareſt of all. Now, muſt he leave his 

ountry, which claims ſuch a ſhare in his 
ffection, as it was his native ſoil, and the 
lace where he drew his firſt breath? and if 
dune does quit his country, may not he be al- 
pwed to take ſome of his kindred along 
Ania ich him? muſt he go alone, having none 
Wo ſolace his exile? and muſt he go he 
nows not whither, to a land that was yet 
d be ſhewn him? Heb. xi. 8. But ſo it is, 
is country was become idolatrous; his fa- 
er's houſe would be a continual ſnare to 
im; there he could not ſtay without danger 
f infection, and therefore all this muſt be 
ft at the command of God. Now that it 
night go down the eaſier, the command is 
ollowed with a moſt encouraging promiſe, 
n the verſe where we have the text; the 


11mſWommand makes the promiſe neceſſary ; and 
but Nhe promiſe renders the command practica- 
ry hiqble. One is the rule of our duty; and the 
mother an argument for it. The promiſe runs 
1 up Whus, I will make of thee a great nation; 1 
, WIdiWo:l! bleſs thee, and thy name ſhall be great, 
— ond thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. 

[eſe v 
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This promiſe, or rather conſtellation n 
promiſes, was made firſt and immediately u 
Abraham, in which there are ſome thing 

erſonal and peculiar to himſelf. I ſhal 
briefly run thro? the ſeveral parts there 


| as it relates to Abraham; and then ſhew qq 
f what is it uſe, and how far it may be applied i 
| 2 ſelves. Then God here promiſes Abr, 
9417 : E Xe 

To bleſs him, and this in his own perſa 
i Accordingly, he beſtowed upon him all ſor 
of bleſſings, both temporal and fpiritualf 
N He bleſſed him with a large eſtate, and i 
0 time with a numerous offspring to poſſeſs 
k The former reliev'd him, as Paræus obſe 
1 ves upon the place, againſt the fear of þ 
wverty, when he was obliged to leave wha 
he had in his own country, and his father! 
houſe; and the latter againſt the grief « 
orphany, when he had no children of bi 
own ; but one born in his houſe, was lik 
to be the heir of his eſtate, No, ſays G 
this ſhall not be thine heir, but he ſhall con 
forth out of thine own bowels ; and he ſaid, lu 
now toward heaven, and tell the ſtars, if tha 


4 be able to number them; and he ſaid uniWun 
4 him, ſo ſhall thy ſeed be, Gen. xv. 2, 4, 5. if 
N By this means, in the next place, Goch 
made of him a great nation. He became thr: 
head of a large people; and thereby his nam Ge 
was made great in the world. This ways { 


the report which Abraham's ſervant made il 
his maſter unto thole to whom he was 
; | ſent 


2 

nt ; the Lord hath bleſſed my maſter great- 
, and he is become great; and he hath given 
im flocks, and herds, and ſilver, and gold, and 
en ſervants, and maid ſervants, and camels, 
4 aſſes, Gen. xxiv. 35. God had given 
im a good eſtate ; and a ſon, even 1/aac, 
pon whom he had ſettled it all, But the 
r greater part of Abraham's happineſs was, 
That God bleſſed him with ſpiritual bleſ- 
gs; ſuch for inſtance as, 

A gratuitous and effectual call, from an 
olatrous houſe and country. Terah, the father 


Abraham, and the father of Nachor, dwelt of 
eſs ; time on the other [ide of the flood, and 
blood other gods; the place where 
ne think idolatry had its firſt riſe. Abra- 


m was born and bred up in this idolatrous 
untry, and lived ſome time in it. But God by 
$ ſpecial grace and favour brought him 
t from among that people; as Joſpua 
ls them, I took your father Abraham from 
e other ſide of the flood, Joſhua xxiv. 2, 3 
2 ſnatch*d him by a mercifùl and a mighty 
nd, as a brand out of the . burning; called 
from Ur of the Chaldees, an idolatrons 
untry ; and turn'd him from dumb idols, 
ſerve himſelf, the living and true God : 
ich a deliverance was a ſpecial mercy to 
raham. Again, 
God entred into a covenant with him, and 
ſeed after him. Men Abraham was 
ty years old and nine, the Lord appeared 
him, and ſaid, I am the almighty _ 


(8) 


wall before me, and be thou perfect; and I villa: 


make my covenant between me and thee, an 
thy ſeed after thee, in their generations for a 
everlaſting covenant to be a God unto thee, ani 
thy ſeed after thee, Gen. xvii. 1, 2, 7. Thi 
was a great bleſſing and comfort to Ab 
ham. And then | 
He had the bleſſedneſs of juſtificatio 

Abraham believed God, and it was counted! 
him for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3. He ha 
the happineſs to have his perſon and ery 
ces accepted of God. Thus Abraham wi 
bleſſed in himſelf. But beſides this, 00 
God promiſed to make him a bleſſing Mat 
others. I will bleſs thee, and thou ſhalt h 
4 bleſſmg. Some underſtand this as an amp 
fication of the former, where the abſtract 
uſed for the concrete, thou ſhalt be altogethn 
and greatly bleſſed. Others take it activeſſ 
and either read it, be thou a bleſſing ; or as w 
do, with the ſeventy, thou ſhalt be a bleſſing 
which manner of ſpeaking, in the Hebreu 
is vehement and emphatical, and notes God 
powerful influence. Thou ſhalt not fail t 
be a bleſſing ; I'll make thee one, who 
command the bleſſing, and makes eve 
man what he is. He ſhould be bleſſed hin 
ſelf, and made a bleſſing to others, non mt 
claudetur, fed ſolo ex te etiam ad alios dimanati 
mea benedictio, ſays Paræus. This bleſſedneſ 
ſhould not be confined to his perſon, bu 
reach to others, who upon many account 
would be the better for him. So Abraba 
1 


(9) 
as made a bleffing to his family, to his 
ildren, and ſervants, and to all under his 
pof, J _ 12 75 will command his 
hildren, and his honſpold after him, &c. Gen. 
ti. 18. This e would have canfe to rife. 
> and call him bleſſed; having had the 

Wopineſs and advantage of his ſeafonable” 
ſtructions, his wiſe and prudent counſel and 
vice, and holy example. He was the means 
conveying bleſſedneſs to his poſterity, 
ho were beloved for their farher's ſake,  . 
He was a bleſſing alſo to the church of 
od, as he was the progenitor of Chrift ; 
at ſeed in which all the families of the 
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5 Mirth ſbouſd be bled. He was the fa. 
amp er of the faithful; from him ſprung the 
a0 eſſiah, and the whole church of God, 
geth i merous as the ſtars of heaven, and the 
ven id on the ſea ſhore. 


He was a bleſſing to the world, as he 


as W 
Fins an eminent pattern of piety and ho- 
ehren ess, of faith, ſelf.denial, ſubmiſſion and 
God ignation to the will of God. Thus was 
fail Nraham bleſſed, and made a bleſſing. 
ho hence 

even Obſ. It's 2 very defirable thing, and 
d hin be our great concern to be bleſſed, and 
n ine 4 bleſſing. This I call Abrahams bleſ- 


g. Higher than which, our ambition need 
t carry us; and a lower bleſſing than this 
ould not content us. Tho? there were 
couni ne things in the promiſe peculiar to Abra- 
brahol8/” yet we are in many things to look on 

V B him 


na 
Tednel 
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ſed with faithful Abraham. An 
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him as a pattern to others; for this. patt 
of the bleſſing, tho in a different degres 
belongs to all the faithful, as the Apoſtle tel 
us, Gal. iii. 9. As many asare Lo Ge are bl; 
i d again, verly 
14. the bleſſmg of Abraham is come upon t 
Gentiles rhes faith, to be bleſſed themſely i 
and made a bleſſing to others. I ſhall 
I. Enquire. into and conſider the natuy 
of the mercy here promiſed. ,,, _ 
II. Shew the deſirableneſs of it; and why 
ſhould be our concern to obtain it; and the 
III. Improve the whole. 
I. We are to enquire into, and open the: 
ture of the mercy here promiſed. So far: 
it relates to Abraham, we have already ca 
ſider'd it, and now as it refers to others, I. 
mercy then lies in two things. 
In being bleſs our ſelves; and a bleſy 
to others. This includes in it all that's gol 
and deſirable. 1 thing a. man cou 
wiſh for to compleat his character. Our o 
happineſs is hereby firſt ſecur'd, and then: 
cording to our capacities the welfare of 
thers promoted. This in the patriarct 
dialect was the form of bleſſing men, 
wiſhing well to them. God give you tbel 
ſmg of Abraham, Gen. xxviii. which is, 
Firſt, To be bleſſed our ſelves. Not ſo mu 
with outward and temporal good thing 
ſuch as riches and honours, health and lor 
life, comfortable relations, c. which 
themſelves are bleſſings, and, God gives 


. 

is people, ſo far as he ſees good for them, 

herein he is to be Oy acknowledg'd, 
a 


d with which he ſhouldbe faithfully ſervd: 

A. to be bleſſed: with ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Vereſgavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, this is to 
Tln > blefſed indeed, and would be a full an- 


rer to ſuch a prayer as that of pious Jabez, 
that thou would ſt bleſs me indeed, 
Chron. iv. 10. "Theſe are the things for 
hich the Apoſtle, with a moſt enlarged 
art, gives thanks to- God. Eph. 1. 3, 4. 
ed be the God and Father of our Lord 
ſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with ſpi- 
ua! bleſſmgs, &c. Now theſe bleſſings 
2 either eſſential unto, and conſtitutive of 
riſtianity, or thoſe that belong to our 
fortable and well being as Chriſtians, 
There are bleſſings eſſential to ſalvation, 
t enter into our real happineſs, and are 
nſtitutive- of religion. And what theſe 
> may be gathered from the' inſtance of 
braham, viz. 1 
An effeftual call, and ſaving converſion to 
dd. So Abraham was bleſſed, when God 
ought him out of an idolatrous country and 
ily. In the Apoſtle Peters account, this 
dne of the firſt bleſſings in time God be- 
ws upon his people. Having raiſed up his 
from the dead, he ſent him firſt unto you, 
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LESS you, in turning away every 
Hich Vom his iniquity. Acts iii. ult. 

iwes T Juſtification of 23 So Abraham 
SV” Ws bleſſed of God; and Chrift having been 
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made a curſe for us, and thereby redeemi 
us from it, this bleſſing of Abraham is com 
upon the Gentiles ; and a vaſt bleſſing it i 
to have all our Sins forgiven; not to have an 
of our iniquities imputed to us, to have ouf 
perſons and ſervices accepted with God thuſ 
the righteouſneſs of a redeemer, ſo as new 
to come into condemnation ; but inſtead q 
that to have a right and title given us to t 
heavenly inheritance ; bleſſed is the mai 
that has all this done for him. P/al. xxx 

A covenant intereſi in and relation 
God. So Abraham was bleſſed himſelf, 
we have obſervd above; God made 
covenant with him, to be his God, and t 
God of his ſeed after him. To be bleſk 
then is to have God make with us an ew 
laſting covenant, wherein he gives him: 
to us to be our God, our eternal pul 
tion and happineſs, and takes us to 
his people; he gives himſelf to us wi 
all his perfect ions, and takes us to hug 
ſelf with all our faults; this is the chick 
ſpiritual bleſſing; for all things are ſpirit 

as. they refer to him who is the ori; 
nal, the: meaſure and ſtandard of all th 
ſpiritugl, and ſo the moſt ſpiritual. Sud 
relation to God will adminiſter the moſt 
tectual confolation and be the beſt ſypport 
us in all caſes, and at all times ; wh 
we live, and when we come to die. 
earthly occurrence can really impair the ht 
pineſs, which is ſecur'd by a covenant 

ten 
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reſt. Davids comfort, at all times and in 


the events of life was God's covenant; 
hen he was ſorely diſtreſſed at any time, 


> encourag'd himſelf in the Lord his God: 
O hen he bewailed the diſorders of his houſe, 
thi d was looking back upon the many confu: 


Ins he had lived to ſee there, and forwards 
what he apprehended was coming upon it, 
comforted himſelf with this, thou haſt made 
me an everlaſting covenant. When the 


x alniſt, whoever he was, whether Aſaph or 
n avid, ſhould find his fleſhand his heart fail- 
elf, him, bis great ſupport would be from 
ade Nd; thor art the ſtrength of my heart and my 
1d ion for ever. All is well if God be ours Pſat. 
bleſa i. 26. Another part of the bleſſing is, 


ey The gift of the ſpirit. So the Apoſtle tells 


hin, in the place already referr'd to, Gal. iii. 
al pg. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
to e law; that the bleſſmg of Abraham 


s Wet come on the Gentiles, that we might re. 
o h ve the promiſe of the SPIRIT thro faith. 


chiehis is 2 bleſſing ſo eſſential to ſalvation, how 

piritgWuch ſocver deſpiſed by ſome, that if any 

, 7 n have not the ſpirit of Chriſt it's certain 
| 


16, he can be none of his; let his pretences 
other things be what they will, Rom. viii. 
Laſtly, Arigbt to the heavenly mheritance. 
his was typified by the earthly Canaan, 
nich God promis'd and gave to Abraham, 
d his poſterity after him: but we deſire 
d God has promiſed another and better 
zuntry, that is an heavenly: an inheritance 
incor- 
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incorruptible and undefiled, that fades n 
away, reſerv'd in heaven for us. Theſe thy 
are bleſſings eſſential to, and that have . 
vation in them, Heb. viig.' 
But beſides theſe, there are thoſe bleſſin 
that belong to our comfortable and v 
being, as Chriſtians, ſuch ass 
An increaſe of grace and holineſs. Next 
the thing it ſelf a growth in it is to be. 
fired. Accordingly it's a great bleſſing tof 
religion thrive in our ſouls, that -whaten 
decay there may be in other things, 
health, natural ſtrength, our eſtate, 9» 
that our.inward man is renewed day by d 
our ſouls proſper and are in health. The 
is a bleſſed increaſe of light and lite, 
grace and holineſs, our improvements in 
ligion bear ſome proportion to our heli 
and advantages. We grow in faith, in q 
pentance, hatred of (in, love to God, d 
rity to one another, in humility, parient 
and ſelf-denial ; are more dead to fin andi 
world, and alive to God every day. 0 
knowledge of divine things is enlarge 
we are better inſtructed in the myſteries 
the kingdom; are more careful and exif 
in our walk and behaviour ; our he 
ſtand in awe of God, and we preſerve al 
coming reverence of him in our mint 
Conſcience has a tenderneſs upon it, wt 
reſpect to fin and duty. This is ſoul pr 
perity and a great bleſſing ; but I am afra 
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rare thing in our day. Moreover aſter 
s it's a great happineſs - ' | = 
e filled uith joy and peace, from the 
and aſſurance. of God's love; which is 
liſting up the light of his countenance 


n us. This. is one of thoſe bleſſings 
Abpoſtle prays for on behalf of the No- 
en Now the God of hope fill you with all 
be d peace, in believing, that ye may abound 


pe thro the power of the holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
13. 

2 this manner the prieſts of old were 
cted to bleſs the people. Numb. vi. 25. 
oο⁰ bleſs thee and keep thee, Fehovah 
te his face ſhine on thee, and be gracious 
hee. Jehovah lift up the light of his coun- 
pnce upon thee, and give thee peace. The 
brew doctors obſerve, that ferovab here: 
ot only thrice mention'd, but every time 
h a different accent in the original, which 
y think has a myſtery in it, that can't be 
ter and with- greater' probability ap- 
d than to the three perſons in the God- 
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tien 
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0 d; and tells us, that all our bleſſedneſs 
ng. es from Jehovah the: Father, Jehovah, 
1 Von, and Jehoyah the holy Ghoſt. Whe- 
ben the variety of accents be ſufficient to 

port this notion; yet ſince Jehovah is 
c * Mice mentioned, ſome, after this conjecture 
mühe Jewiſo rabbies, have ventur'd to ex- 
, in this ſolemn benediction in the follow- 


manner; the firſt ſhews the grace and 
of God the Father in bleſſing his 
people 


afra 
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incorruptible and undefiled, that fades 1 
away, reſerv'd in heaven for us. Theſe the 
are bleſſings eſſential to, and that have {< 
vation in them, Heb. vi. 9. '' 
But beſides theſe, there are thoſe bleſſiq 
that belong to our comfortable and w 
being, as Chriſtians, ſuch ass 

An increaſe of grace and holineſs. Next 
the thing it ſelf a growth in it is to be. 
fired. Accordingly it's a great bleſſing tof 
religion thrive in our ſouls, that /whaten 
decay there may be in other things, 
health, natural ſtrength, our eſtate, of 
that our inward man is renewed day by d 
our ſouls proſper and are in health. The 
is a bleſſed increaſe of light and life, 
grace and holineſs, our improvements int 
ligion bear ſome proportion to our he 
and advantages. We grow in faith, in i 
pentance, hatred of ſin, love to God, cl 
rity to one another, in humility, patien 
and ſelf· denial; are more dead to fin and! 
world, and alive to God every day. 0 
knowledge of divine things is enlarged 
we are better inſtructed in the myſteries 
the kingdom; are more careful and eu 
in our walk and behaviour; our he 
ſtand in awe of God, and we preſerve al 
coming reverence of him in our mint 
Conſcience has a tenderneſs upon it, wi 
reſpect to fin and duty. This is ſoul pr 
perity and a great bleſſing ; but I am afra 
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rare thing in our day. Moreover aſter 
5 it's a great happineſss X 
To be 22 with joy and peace, from the 
? and aſſurance. of God's. love; which is 
> lifting up the light of his countenance 
pn us. This is one of thoſe bleſſings: 
Apoſtle prays for on behalf of the No- 
s, Now the God of hope fill you with all 


be d peace, in believing, that ye may abound 
to e thro the power of the holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
MA uS ML 


After this manner the prieſts of old were 
cd to bleſs the people. Numb. vi. 25. 

bovah bleſs thee and keep thee, Fehouah 
te his face ſhine on thee, and be gracious 
hee. Fehovah lift up the light of his coun- 
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ce upon thee, and give thee peace. The: 
Sin! | | 2 
ww" 17 doctors: obſerve, that Jehovah here 
in Not only thrice mention'd, bur every time 


h a different accent in the original, which 
y think has a myſtery in it, that can't be 
ter and with greater probability ap- 
d than to the three perſons in the God- 
d; and tells us, that all our bleſſedneſs 
es from Jehovah the Father, Jehovah, 
Son, and Jehovah the holy Ghoſt: Whe- 
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1 r the variety of accents be ſufficient to 
port this notion; yet ſince Jehovah is 
* ice mentioned, ſome, after this conjecture 


the Zewiſh rabbies, have ventur'd to ex- 
in this ſolemn benediction in the follow- 

manner; the firſt ſhews 'the grace and 
of God the Father in bleſſing his 
people 


wi 
al pr 
H 


(16) 
people; and giving them all good thing 
for this life, and that to come. -Bleſſeq 1 
the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſ 
who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bl 
ſings, &c- Eph. i. 3. The ſecond reſped 
Chriſt, Jehovah cauſe his face to ſhine | 
thee, or be lightſome to thee, where for faq 
the Chaldee, as Aynſworth obſerves, put 9 
cinah, the divine Logos, who is the light. 
the world, and whole face ſhines as the fy 
and who is gracious to us as is here ſaid 
and from whom grace is pray'd for by f 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. = _ 

The third branch . ſignifies the applyin 
and communicating God's favour to f 
conſcience, which gives us joy and peat 
and is the communion of the holy Ghd 
So. that here we have, as they apprehen 
the love of the Father, the grace of Chi 
and the communion of the holy Ghoſt. B 
whether ſo much ſtreſs is to be laid 
ſuch a criticiſm, I will not ſay. So mi 
we are ſure it tells us, that Jehovah als 
bleſſes his people; and that he does this 
making his face to ſhine on them; al 
lifting up the light of his countenance up 
them; that the aſſurance of God's love, peal 
of conſcience, and joy in the holy ghoſt, 
great and valuable bleſſings, and tho n 
to be deſired. with that poſitiveneſs we 
thoſe things that are eſſential to our 
vation; yet are by no means to be nd 
lected but carefully ſought, as what belvl 

I 


(3 ) 
much to our comfort and well being; I 
e now to the other part of the character 


PealS-condly, To be a bleſſing. I will bleſs 
e, and thou ſpalt be a being. The 12 
fager makes us what it becomes us, and we 
t SH it to be to our ſelves, men of perſonal 
ght WW 11cs and good qualities; which will be 
e (ul own happineſs, and a comfort to our 
lacs. The latter is what we ought to be 
others, uſeful and ſerviceable in our day. 


2 one is neceſſary unto and the foundation 
the other, and in the order of things 
ſt go before it. We are firſt to ſecure our 
happineſs, and then conſult the 
d of others, and do what lies in our 
ver to promote their welfare. 

\nd here we may conſider men according 
heir different circumſtances in the world; 
ere we find ſome placed in a publick ſta- 
, and moving in a higher ſphere, which 
ders them capable of a more extenſive ſer- 
e; others are fixed in a private ſtation, and 
ve in a lower ſphere of activity; accor- 
g to which there are different degrees of 
fulneſs. 6 $55 | 
e may alfo conſider perſons, firſt as 
ding in ſome particular relation to 
ers, whether it be in a higher, or more 
rior ſtation; and then as particular 
mbers of the whole community. 
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1/t, As ſtanding in a particular relation W« 
others, either in a more exalted or inferiq 
ſtation. And then perſons are a bleſſing | 
an honourable and faithful diſcharge of thy 
duties, which belong to them, in their ſeq 
ral places and relations in the world; ith 
as magiſtrates, miniſters, heads of families, 
members of ſome religious ſocieties. 

1. As magiſtrates, either ſupream, or ſ 
ordinate. The ſovereign ruler of all thin 
makes a diſtinction among men, and byt 
orders of his providence, allots them th 
ſeveral ranks and degrees in the world. 
ridiculous notion of levelling has no fauni 
tion in nature; it's no more good in real 
than poſſible in fact. Diſtinction of rau 
neceſſary for the economy and good on 
of the world. In the heavens there are 
of a different magnitude. The earth, our! 
tural world, is not allalike, nor caſt into ale 
it has mountains and plains, hills and valle 
ſo in the political world, all men are not al 


em 
ſome ſtand on higher ground than oth: 
ſome are governours, others governed; Md 
are the higher powers, others are called n 
to be ſubject to them: ſome are inveſted d 
authority, and ſet to rule over men. By ne a 
wildom, kgs reign, and princes decree ji Su 
This power it's confeſſed may be abuſed th 


purpoſes directly contrary to the very e 
tor which it was given, and ſo the perl 
inveſted with it become an infamy to 8 
office, and a plague to their cout 


(6190 

hey that ſhould be the fathets of their 
2ople, are the robbers and ſpoilers of the 
nd. As a roaring lion and a ranging 
ar, ſo is @, wicked ruler over the poor 
pple, Prov. xxviii. 15. Theſe are things 
e have heard of in many other parts 
the world, and have ſeen too much of 
home; but God, be prais d, it's our hap- 
eſs now to be freed from this plague a- 
we all nations of the world. But tho this 
ſometimes the caſe, yet it's certain theſe 
ve an opportunity of doing much good ; 
d when they anſwer. the ends of govern- 
nt are real bleſſings to their people. He 
at rules over men muſt be juſt, ruling in the 
r of God, and he ſhall be the light of the 
rning, when the ſun riſes, even a morning 
thout clouds; as the tender graſs ſpringing 


our of the earth by clear ſunſhine after rain, 
a len Warm. xxiii. Good kings are truly nurſing 
vale hers ; and make their people as happy, as 
ot a8@&mſelves are great. Such a one God has 


fled us with, who makes the laws of the 
d the rule of his government, and by 
2 mildneſs of his adminiſtration, the equify 
{ wiſdom of his reign, renders us a flouriſh- 


„and happy nation. | ! 
2 Ju Subordinate and inferior magiſtrates alſo, 
2uſcell the appointment of God, and the nature 
ry e their office, might be inſtruments of great 


od to mankind, and a bleſſing to the 
drid. Indeed when they are given up to 
tneſs and luxury, and are altogether care. 

2 leſs 


86 
leſs of publick affairs; covetous and ſelf.ſec 
ing, and aim at nothing but raiſing their 
milies, and enlarging their honours and e 
tates, eſpecially when they are themſely 
the open breakers of thoſe very laws thy 
ate appointed to guard, and bound by the 
office to puniſh the violation of in othe 
theſe abuſe their power, and are rather 
curſe than a bleſſing to the world. 
But, when men of a publick charad 
veſted with power and authority, dit 
gviſh'd from numbers of their fellow fi 
jects by their exalted ſtations and emp 
ments, when theſe are patterns to ot 
of vertue and ſobtiety ; and are fo far fr 
leading others to any diſhonourable and 
worthy practices and cuſtoms, which m 
way for dark defigns, and give an oppottii 
ty to commit lewdnefs under various { 
guiſes, that they rather diſoountenance th 
theſe are great bleſſings. | 

And when they are not only carefil 
do good themſelves, but are induſtrious 
reſtrain others from doing evil, they dd 
bear the ſword in vain ; but are really 
rours to evil doers, and a praife to t.. 
that do well. They endeavour to ſupp 
all profaneneſs and impiety themſelves ; : 
Countenance and encourage thoſe that wo 
be aſſiſting to em herein, being deſit 
to carry on the work of reformatic 
and ſuppreſs thoſe evil things by their aus: 
rity which they diſcountenance by their! 
KA I am 
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ple; when they are thus the miniſters of 


od for good, and impartially execute judg- 


ent and juſtice ; and farther, when they 
men of publick ſpirits, that fear God and 
e covetouſnels ; ſeek the common good 
her than their own private advantage; 
sfe are great bleſſings in their day. 


uch a one was Nehemiah, who tells us he 


is the king's cup bearer, Neh. i. 11. tho? not 
the king's religion. He was not it ſeems ex- 
ded from an office of honour, and advan- 
re, upon a Pretence he was an enemy to the 
abliſh'd religion, and, as might be unchari- 
ly inſinuated, perhaps to the „tate it ſelf. 
d being in an office ſo near the king, he 
de the beſt uſe of it he could for the good of 
le: not content with his own honour 
fought the welfare of 1/rae/, and did 
em all the good offices he could. Such a 
igiſtrate was Fob in his day, who ſays in 
own vindication, I deliver d the poor that 
d, and the fas herleſs that had none to help 
; the bleſſmg of him that was ready to 
iſo came upon me; I cauſed the widow's 
art to ſing for joy: I put on righteouſneſs 
it clothed me ; my judement was a robe of 
dem. I was eyes to the blind, feet was 1 
the lame, and a father to the poor : The 
uſe that I knew not I ſearched out. I brake 
e jaws of the wicked, and pluckd the ſpoil 
t of his teeth, Job. xxix. 12.—17. Such 
agiltrates are a great bleſſing to mankind, 
d would go a great way to better the 
world 


( 22 ) 


world; and promote that rightebuſnefs 
mong men which ſo much exalts a natiq 
2. As miniſters. How much ſoever the 
perſons are deſpiſed, and their office vilifig 
and run down, as a needleſs and uſeleſs thiny 
when they are duly qualified for it, at 
carefully perform the duties of it; when thy 
magnify their office, not only by crying y 
the ſacredneſs of the order, but fulfill 
the work of their function, they are of ff 
nal ſervice and great bleſſings to the woll 
Indeed bad miniſters, who inſtead of bei 
examples of vertue, are patterns of vice a 

ringleaders in iniquity, only harden 
in their impieties, and do great miſchief int 
world. They that put no difference betwe 
the clean and unclean, the holy and propha 
that lay a great ſtreſs where none or little 
be laid, and little or none upon the things th 
deſerve it molt ; make a great noiſe abo 
leſſer matters and comparatively trifles, whi 
they neglect the weightier things of the la 
they that ſow pillows under men's elboy 
and daub with untemper'd mortar ; if a 
ſuch are to be found, they harden men 
their wickedneſs, and devour the ſouls, thi 
are appointed by their office to ſave. 
But good and faithful miniſters are, t 
lights of the world, and the falt | 
the earth, They watch for the ſouls  c 
men, as thoſe that muſt give accoun 
They are ſent to open men's eyes ; to tu 
them from darkneſs to light, and frat 
th 


12 


e power of Satan to the living God; to 
ſtruct the ignorant, awaken the ſecure, and 
duce the wandering. Theſe warn men 
their danger, and excite them to their 
ty: ſet before them the advantages of 
ligion, and the evil of ſin; that how plea- 
t ſoever it may be in the commiſſion, it's 
oſt uncomfortable in the review, and will 
ays be bitterneſs in the end. Theſe ſoften 
d ſooth men's ſpirits, inſpire them with zeal 
and love to God ; with tenderneſs and 
mpaſſion to their fellow-creatures; change 
ir ſpirit and temper, amend their lives, 
d form their minds for things heavenly and 
ine. Theſe are bleſſings alſo, as they 
ify and perfect the body of Chriſt ; build 
chriſtians in their moſt holy faith; eſta- 
ſh them in the truth; and confirm them 
the profeſſion of it; they comfort 
> feeble minded; reſolve the doubting, 
d ſettle the wavering. 
They are bleſſings alſo, by their zealous 
d prudent defence of the truth, both by 
aching and writing. Demetrius had a 
od report of all men and of the truth it 
f; could that ſpeak, it would be ſure to 
e him a good word and ſpeak well of 
1, for his kindneſs to, and concern for 
They are ſet for the defence of this, 
1 can't forego it without betraying their 
ſt. Such miniſters as theſe, that faithfully 
rſue the main ends of their office, are 
at bleſſings to the world. 
3. As 


(24) 
'2, As heads of families. So parents a 
maſters may be great bleſlings to their c 
dren and ſervants. Such was Abrahg 
who has that honourable character given | 
God himſelf, I know Abraham that he u 
command his children and houſbold after hi 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, 
xviii. 19. Such a bleſſing was Joſbua, a 
evident from that reſolution, As for me 4 
my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. xx 
15. He would ſerve the Lord himſelf, : 
endeavour to bring all in his houſe to do 
too ; all under his roof, ſo far as his examy 
his influence and authority would extet 
ſhould be brought to agree and conſent 
this. Such a bleſſing was David, who wal 
in his houſe in a wiſe way, with 2 par 
heart, and thereby recommended religion 
all under his care. 

Such a faithful diſcharge of the duties oft 
relation, would contribute very much to 
univerſal reformation. Were heads of fami 
careful to perform the duties of that 
tion; would theſe erect a family altar 
the Lord; and offer up thereon a d 
ſacrifice, morning and evening to God; vb me 
by Zheir houſes would reſemble God's, wi 
he ſays, ſhall be called an houſe of pray 
and were this accompanied with a cont 
reading at leaſt of the holy ſcriptures ; v 
they careful to inſtruct thoſe under t 
root, and bring up their children in then 
ture and admonition of the Lord; hint 
| tl 


(25) 
a them as much as poſſible from falling into 
ill hands; and guard them againſt evil 
ompany, the bane of youth (for evil com- 
unication corrupts good manners;) if theſe 
are careful to fortify them, as they grow up, 
gainſt the errors and vices of the age, that 
hereby they might be brought to flee youth- 
ul luſts : and, once more, did they endea- 
four to allure them to a liking of religion, 
y their own exemplary holineſs, by their 
rudent and winning behaviour, they would 
e great bleſſings to their families, and con- 
ibute very much to the world's amend- 
nent, | 

4. As members of particular religious ſo- 
eties. Men of zeal for God and his honour, 
d of prudence in the conducting it; who 
t themſelves to promote the welfare of that 
ody, whereof they are members; that ſtudy 


oli preſerve it's order and peace and purity, 
h tod prevent all unnatural unchriſtian ſtrifes 
fam d contentions among them; and every 
at ing elſe that would defile the remple of 
alta od: perſons that don't forſake the aſſem- 


ing themſelves together, as the manner of 
me has been, but as apportunity offers, 
nſcientiouſly attend the worſhip of God; 
d in a word, behave themſelves in all 
ings becoming the relation in which 
ey ſtand to others; a few ſuch zealous 
we men are the life of a ſociety ; of ſingu- 
ſervice to it while they live, and will be 
in arly miſsd when they die. 
| D 


But 
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But we propoſed alſo to conſider per. 
ſons, We 1-7 
2dly, In a ſingle and more private capacity, 
asthey refer to the whole community, 
every man may be of ſome uſe and ſervice 
whatever be his ſtate and condition in the 
World. Abraham was a bleſſing wherever 
he went; ſo every good man ſhould be and i 
more or leſs to the world, to the vicinagy, 
and places where his lot is caſt. There ar 
degrees of uſefulneſs. Some are r1ghteou 
men, juſt and honeſt, harmleſs and inoffen; 
ſive, do no body any hurt; but then othen 
are good men of publick ſpirits, and public 
bleſſings, eminently uſeful. and ſerviceabl 
not barely do no hurt, but do a great del 
of good ; thouſands are the better for then 
ſo that ſome would evendare todie for then, 
Now there are various ways in whichal 
perſons more or leſs may be bleſſings. Il 
inſtance in theſe that follow. | 
1. By a ſincere and hearty embracing th 
gion, and an unfeigned dedication of themſel 
to God. This, I know, is what makes | 
bleſſed our ſelves, and in that light we hay 
conlider'd it already. If thou be. wiſe, i 
art wiſe for thy ſelf, Prov. ix. 12. But\ 
are now to look upon it in another light 
as it does not only make us bleſſed, but a ble 
ſing. It's not barely a happineſs to our ſelve 
but an advantage even to others; One/amius u 
once unprofitable ; but now that he is cd 
verted, tho' but a ſervant, he became pro 
Z fab 


627) 
table both to Paul and Philemon. An in- 
creaſe of ſinful men to augment the fierce 


Py anger of the Lord, are a great curſe to any 
- people, as they help to fill up the meaſure 
oc their ſins, till it overflows in a deluge of 
deſolations, Numb. xxxii. 14, 15. But an 


yp increaſe of godly men in the room of their 
| , pious anceſtors is a great bleſſing to the world. 
on heſe fall up the vacancies death is con- 
* inually making in families and churches; 
Fon ind ſo are a bleſſing to the preſent age and 


the hopes of the next. When the old ſtock 


y ears off, there is a ſucceſſion, in rheſe to 
vel tand up in their room; ſo that religion ſhall 
00 jot be loſt out of our world; but continued 


this way from age to age, and tranſmitted 
d the next generation; theſe keep up the 
ame of Chriſt in the world, according to 
hat promiſe; His name ſhall endure for ever, 
is name ſhall be continued as long as the ſun, 
al. Ixxil. 17, which is an eminent propheſy 


2 7. the Meſſiah, and foretells that his name 
nſe all be continued to all generations. Ex- 
my iy according to the original it may be 
eius render'd. Before the ſim ſomd ſhall 
e his name *, and ſuch as theſe are great 
But D 2 bleſſings 


— 


* There are two ways of continuing his name, (i.) in his own 
ſon. His name ſhall be continued as long as the ſun. The 


e 15 ed we render [continued] among the Rabbins is the name 
e pſt the Meſſiah. jFinnon, from the root Nin. Before the ſun 
m "tal Tt was, FJinnon is his name from everlaſting, e're ever 


ſun was made, he was a ſon, he was before the ſun from 
cver- 


to the word I filiabitur] here uſed which comes from 1'I, a is 


ceſſion. It was faid of old, he that ſeeks Rome in Rome yi 


tupply of new and freſh ſireams, 
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bleſſings to the church of God as they keep 
up Chriſt's name in the world. ng 


* 
* 


nn. 


everlaſting ; and he ſhall be after the ſun to everlaſting. 4 
the ſun in the Heavens is one and the ſame ſun, fo fun 
in the Church is one and the ſame ſun of righteouſneſs. (2,) 
His name is continued in his people, by a conſtant ſucceſſion d 
them. He is a Son to continue his Father's name, and te 
ſhall have a ſeed to continue his own. As the differey 
kinds of creatures are continued in their individuals by ſucceſs 
on: and as the ſpecies of mankind in particular is preſerved th 
fame way, fince as one generation goes another comes, þ 
Chriſt's name is continued in his feed; there will be 
conſtant ſucceſſion of Chriſtians to keep up the name ( 
Chriſt in the world: If ſome are dying off and _ paſſing, 
his name ſhal! not be extinct, for others ſhall riſe up in the 
room. The parents name is kept up and continued in the 
children, ſo his name ſhall be propagated in the ſame way, accordiy 


which the Latin have made a word for fillabitur, and we m 
make an Engliſh word for; his name ſhall be ſonn 4. le 
And this name is not the leſs permanent, becauſe it is by { 


find but little of it: thoſe vaſt Stones, high walls and ſtrong f 
tifications which might be thought immoveable, theſe are moi 
and gone, Theſe permanent things in themſelves run to 
age wears them out, immota labaſcunt. But Tyber, the tit 
that's always in motion, remains ſtill. Immoveable thu 
are removed, things always in motion remain, 4 
privo ſunt agitata manent. Horace, to expoſe the folly of ti 
that delay to live well, and put it off from time to time, Xa 
iembles it to the ruſtick, that thought he would fit down! 
the bank of the river till all the water was paſs'd away. th 


Rnpiucies expectat dum defluat amnis ; at ille 
Labitur & labe tur in omne volutilis cum. Out 


Hor, ep {ery 


Thus Chriſt's name continues by ſucceſſion, as the waters 
continually paſſing, and yet the river remains, by a coul 


2. Tit 
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They are bleſſi "gs by the holmeſs of their 
es, anſwerable to the profeſſion they make of 
gion. If men were prompted and em- 
y'd by the Devil himſelf, they could not 
e a more effectual method to make the 
pel abhor'd, than by living as ſome Chriſ- 
s do; this makes the name of God and 
doctrine to be bla ſphem'd. Where men's 
ctices viſibly contradict their principles 

pretenſions, religion muſt needs be a 
at ſufferer, men's mouths will be opened 
inſt it, to ſpeak contemptibly of it, nay 
are tempted to disbelieve the whole of 
and conclude there is nothing in it. Wo 
to thoſe men by whom theſe offences 
e; theſe give a handle to ſcepticiſm and 
delity, greatly and help to promote it in the 


dn the other hand, when men bring the 
nt principles of chriſtianity into actions 
are viſible to all the world, they prove ex- 
t orators for religion, and have a mighty 
er to perſuade. We ſhall attract others by 
example of a holy converſation, and when 
light ſhines ſo bright that others may 
their way to heaven by the light of 
and are induc'd by our actions to glo- 
our Father who is in heaven, then we 
ſervice to the world, Matth. v. 14, 16. 
mples teach more powerfully than pre- 
s. There's a winning vertue, an allur- 
attractive force, in a divine and heaven- 
onverſation ; when men are true to their 
| word, 
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word, juſt and honeft in their dealings, Move 
nerous and kind in their temper, ſober 
their lives, and walk in wiſdom tow 
thoſe that are without, they are helpful 
promote religion, as they reconcile the mi 
of others to it; beget in them an eſteem 
holineſs, and recommend it to their praf 
3e By a fledfaſtmeſs in the 'ways and | 
of God. When, like the Galatians, men 
run well, but ſomething or other hind 
dem, that they don't proceed, they 4 
their courſe, but leave off before it's finiſh 
their goodneſs is as a morning cloud 
an/early dew'that paſſes away; they begi 
the ſpirit, but end in the fleſh ; they |: 
their firſt love, forget the kindneſs of t 
youth, and make ſhipwrack of faith and aj 
conſcience : theſe do great miſchief in 
world, becauſe they bring up an evil repdt 
the good ways of God, as the unbelien 
ſpies did of the promiſed land; it | 
s if they had found ſome iniquity in 
andi his ways, and had now lit upon : 
ter ſervice and maſter. Theſe, like deſen 
do great diſſervice, indeed a double injuſ 


religion, for beſides the loſs of a man, t 5 
weaken the hands of others, and temprti hit 
alſo to deſert. Whereas the zeal and 9 
ſtancy of: others may provoke many toil lec] 
with God, againſt all cemptations we 
contrary: their ſtedfaſtneſs in religion 5 ; 
animate and encourage others to perſe , 
faſt wife 


in their profeſſion, and hold it | 
7 wave 


(32) 


vering; as. Foſhud's firm reſolution to 
e the Lord, he and his houſe, fired the 
ple with warm zeal againſt all falſe gods; 
| 6ix'd 'em the faſter in the ſervice of the 
> God, Zofh. xxiv. 15, 16, | 
. By ſetting on foot or encouraging uſeful 
rus, and projects for a common good. 

liberal man deviſes liberal things, Iſai. 
ii, 8. He caſts about in his thoughts 
ch way he may be moſt ſerviceable to 
rs;and not only falls in with, but himſelf 
rives things for publick- ſervice, and 
pounds them to others. The churl or 
ard, called there the vile, mean ſpirited 
, contrives how he may ſave what he 
and keep it for himſelf ; but the liberal 
projects how to uſe and improve what 
ath for the good .of others, and this in 
Wife-time, and alſo leaves what can be 
d from others (for God hates — 
urat offerings) for the ſupport of theſe 
zus when he is dead and gone. The liberal 
lays the foundation of ſome uſeful pro- 
begins it himſelf, that others may car- 
n the deſign, and continue it by ſucceſ- 


1 I | ( 
— och as ſchools, catechiſing exerciſes, 
apt biag lectures, ſocieties for reformation, 
and enlences for the aged and poor, or ſick, 


ſed, wounded and lame, &c. Men of this 
ick ſpirit are great bleſſings to the world; 
y, in after ages, will riſe up and call *em 
ed. The zeal of one in ſome yery uſe- 
deſigns has provok d many; as in * 
caſe 
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caſe before us, the foundation of this ply 
and ſchool was laid long fince, by an en 
nent and worthy citizen, * a man of a lay 
heart, in whom was an excellent ſpirit, 
whom it may be truly ſaid he deviſed 
beral things ; and this thing among othe 
which has not only ſtood to this day, but be 
built upon, and conſiderably improv'd byt 
benevolence of thoſe that annually con 
bute towards it; and the great care 
vigilance of the worthy managers. 8 
are bleſſings in their day, and do great 
vice to the world. 

By their means, inſtruction has been lu 
ed out to thoſe that otherwiſe might 
bably have been bred up in barbariſm 
ignorance; and many have been diſpoſed 
proper employments, and ſettled in good i 
lies, that might elſe have been left to they 
world; and tho it may not ſucceed in all; 
could wiſh, yet as the husbandman ſow 
ſeed, not knowing what harveſt he ſhallt 
ſo you go on ſtill ſowing in hope, not kn 
ing what ſucceſs God will give you. 

5. By particular acts of charity and 
ficence for the relief of others. Tho' wei 
not be capable of forming ſuch deſigns x 
have been ſpeaking of our ſelves, je 
cording to our abilities we may contri 
toward the ſupport of them; or afford! 
ſeaſonable relief to the poor and 1 
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herein the different abilities of perſons are 
be conſidered. They that God has bleſs'd 
h an abundance may do a great deal this 
y ; and they that have but little may yet 
Fin their mites into God's treaſury, and by 
means be made a bleſſing. So was Fob 
is day; many people Were the better for 
n, and particularly the popr. Nothing could 
more falſe and injurious than that charge 
is friends; thou haſt taken a pledge of thy bro- 
for naught; and ſtripped the naked of 
r clothing. Thou haſt not given water to 
weary to drink, and thou haſt withholden 
u from the hungry, Job xxii. 6, 7. A dread- 
charge had it been true; but, to 70's 
dur and comfort, it was every word falſe. 
enemies had robbed him of his flocks and 
te; and now his friend would rob him of his 
d name; and it is hard to ſay which were 
greater plunderers of the tw. A man's 
1 name is more valuable and precious 
his Wealth; it's therefore againſt all 
laws of charity and Juſtice to raiſe ſuch 
umnies againſt another as tend to deſtroy 
But innocency it ſelf will not always 
a ſecurity againſt a foul and falſe tongue, 
appears in Jobs caſe, who'proteſted a- 
ſt all theſe things with both his hands, 
with the greateſt ſincerity deelares the 
& contrary to all this was true. The 
rge was groundleſs and falſe,” there was 
one word of truth in it, as appears 
5 E from 


(26) 
from that ſeeming. boaſt. of ae to why 
they had compe ed him. When the nr 
me, 7 it bleſſed me; and when the 
me, it gave uxtueſs to me, becauſe I br 
the poor that cried, the fatherleſs, and he 
none to 75 him; the bleſſing of him f 
was ready. to eriſh came upon wie ; an 
cauſed the, ws heart to feng for joy, 
XXIX. 11, 12, Cc. He bid net eaten 
ee be. ſaw noxe periſh for wan 
| Mg, or any poor witheut covering. 1 
meat of his cable had fed the bung 
the fleece of his flock had clothed the ag 
If all this was not true, he is content the gy 
eſt of Curſes ſhould fall. upon him, thr 
my arm fall. from my fpoulden blade, andy 
arm be broken from the bons, Jeb, XXXI. x6. 

Men of this character ar e indeed a bleſſ 
T heir as of. charity are NG double ſery 
as they do immediately relieve the ne 

ies ke POO and then by their exag 
bs of and. excite others, to the like g 
i us je 1 Bl" don't only do good 
ves. but provoke athers to love ande | 


AGE fame perhaps will be ready to o 
alas! Jam a dry tree, no ſuch fruit 154 
expected from me: I am a poor inf 

rſon, ach pher, and one that makes 

e inthe world, andwhat bleſſing 

4 be to others 2 J ſhall therefore pro 

ther to inſtance in ſome other a 
w 


(({23:)) 
herein perſons. of all ranks and conditions 
ay be ble ſſings to the World . As, 


6. By ſeaſanaule and who! counſel and 
| vere mention this — — a 
of men in the world that do great miſ- 
ef to others by the ill impreſſions their 
inuations make upon their minds. | My 
ſays Solomon, if Sinners entice thee, ron- 
thou not. Prov. i. 10. He ſuppoſes there 
duld be ſome ſuch as theſe in the world that 
duld entice others to fin; and endeavour to 
ke them as bad as themſelves ; debauch 
ir principles; corrupt their morals ; take off 
ir fear and awe of God; make a mock of 
and laugh at thoſe that ſcruple to commit 
Theſe would ſay to their acquaintance and 
nds, and fellow ſervants, come caſt in your 
among us; take your fill of pleaſure ; never 
up your ſelves to the ſtrict and ſevere 
es of religion; throw off the ſhackles and 
traints theſe would lay you under: theſe 
ſe into their minds principles ot 
oyalry to God, and would draw them into 
jonſpiracy with themſelves againſt heaven. 
any ſuch evil inſtruments there are, that, 
> Feroboam, ſin themſelves, and make 
ers to lin, as he did - 1/aeh, and 
reby do great miſchief in the world; 
ſeare factors for hell: the bane of ſociety 
a great curſe to the world Now, on the 
atrary, when we are agents for heaven, and 
E 2 1 coun- 


Tak 


them into the ways of piety and vertue,| 


ſteps lay hold of hell, deſtruction and mils 


(28) 
countermine thoſe that are Satan's emiſſatig 
we deſire to be good our ſelves, and ende 
vour to make others ſo too; are not conte 
to go alone to heaven, but would glad e 
have company thither, and therefore 
what we can to bring in our friends, rela 
ons, and acquaintance ; by our counſel a 
advice perſuading them to enter into and vi 
in the paths of vertue, by telling them v 
dom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
her paths are peace. If they doubt 1 
truth on't, and know not how to believe 
invite them as Philip did Nathanael, l 
asked if any good thing could come out 
Nazareth to come and ſee. And as we al 


diſſuade them from the paths of ſin, 
them of their danger, and caution them. 
to liſten to the Syren's ſong ; tell them thi 


are in their paths. Theſe are things in whit 
there is no fruit; what they'll be aſham( 
hereafter, and undone by in the end: 
way men may do a great deal of good, and! 
eminent bleſſings to others. A little capt 
maid drop'd a word of advice, would God 
Lord was with the prophet in Samaria, 
he would recover him of his leproſy ; and ti 
occaſioned Naamar's healing and converli 
If thou ſeeſt a man err from the truth, 
doſt not rail at him and revile him, and « 
deavour to bring him under publick diſg 
and reproach, but rather ſhew him his era$ou! 


(29) 

-ert him from it; ſuch an one, for his en- 
agement and comfort, ſaves à ſoul from 
„and hides amuliitude 25 faults; where - 
xe is made a great bleſſing. The con- 
>d ſinner will have cauſe to bleſs God 
im as long as he lives, yea to al] eter- 
Jam. v. 19, 20, 

They are a bleſſing that lay to 
r, and mourn over the many abominations 
he times and places in which they live. 
ſe are ſo far from having any fellowſhip 
ſelves with the unfruitful works of 
neſs, that they rather reprove them ; 
nt them, are grieved for them, be- 
and mourn over them; how light 
xr others make of theſe things, they 

ith great weight upon their ſpirits. 
theſe things they mourn, whether the 
does or no; for the many oaths and 
s daily heard in their ſtreets ; for the 


kennels, uncleanneſs, ſabbath-breaking, 
amd ther inſtances of men's contempt of God's 
1: , for corruption in doctrines as well as 
andi ls; for the atheiſm and infidelity 


he age; the flights put on the glorious 
el; the neglect of Chriſt, his perſon 
blood, and deſpite done to the ſpirit of 
e; for the inclinations many diſcover to 
ack to Egypt; for the loſs of a publick 
; the failing of faithful men; and the de- 
racy of the riſing generation; for that 
ſpirit gone thro? the land; a ſpirit of 
our, hatred, and malice, ec. for theſe 

things 


(300 
things they weep, they mourn as the prop 
ſays, mine eye; mine eye runneth dum withy 
ter; fortheſe things, as the men did that 
a mark ſet upon them, for theſe abominaty 
they ſigh and cry : theſe things it's not in t 
power to prevent, but it's in their heart d 
to deplore and mourn over in ſecret at 
foot of God; and if others are fillin 
the meaſure of the nation's guilt, theſe 
deavour ſtill to be emptying, of it; . and 
are not only bleſſed themſelves, but ma 
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. bleſſing. . $13. UW oY 

"ry 8. By believing fervent prayers to C 

1 others. So far every good man may and 
* go, tho? he can riſe no higher. If hei 
* do little or nothing elſe, let him pray 

. Jeruſalem, and fo be a bleſſing. Shew! 

K love you have to your dear country this 

qi tho you can hardly expreſs it in any otic 
3 Pray for the land of your nativity ; fe 
* welfare and proſperity. - Pray for rulers e 
K. magiſtrates, the King and his family. We! 
#8 for all in authority under him and over Mei 


Pray for your families and poſterity; 
the whole church of God. Pray for 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, that God w 
pour down upon them his Spirit, and 
them a double portion of his gifts i i 
races. | 
The great Apoſtle often beſpoke this 
himſelf and his fellow labourers ; brett 
pray for us, we have a great work u 
our hands; and like the high prieſt, 
compil 
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apaſſed with inſirmities; we have our 
ts and weakneſſes, temptations and dif- 
Ities, failings and imperfections, don't de- 
& the temptations we have in our fleſh; 
upbtaid and reproach us with our infirmi- 
but rather have compaſſion on us, pity 
ind pray for us, that we may know our 
k and do it, that we may have skill for 
and ſucceſs in it. Brethren, pray for 
however reproach'd with the contrary, 
ad rather have the heneſit ofyour prayers 
the command of your purſes. 
hus every private chriſtian may be a 
ing. There's not the pooreſt meaneſt 
on eabth, but may be à great wreſtler 
God and obtain a bleſſing not only 


nö himſelf, but others, tho? he is nut ca- 
y oc ot doing much for them in ang o- 
for way. Praying men are real bleſſings 


je world. The ſafety of Iſrael depended 

upon the interceffion of 5 
er heaven afterwards: they had not. ſo 
a defence as praying Elifſab, who is 
efore called the chariots of Iſrael and 
orſemen thereof. If any thing prevent 
ruine of a ae this. Theſe 
hich otherwiſe our mercies would be 
ut, and God's judgmetits n 
ail for the continuance of thoſe forfeited 
ies, and the averting deſerved judgments. 
appy the land, and bleſſed the people, 
are favour'd with men of this ſpirit. 
Theſe 


(232) 


Theſe are publick bleſſings, a common gf 
the ſtay and ſupport of the general inter 
The remnant of Jacob ſoall be, as dew 
the. Lord in the midſt of many people. I 
ſhall be the cauſe of a decayed nai 
Aonriſhing. When the Lord hat rem 
men far away, and there be a great forſi 
in the land, in it ſhall be a tenth; and it 
return and be eaten as a teil tree; and an 
whoſe ſubſtance is in them, when they caſt) 
leaves ; ſo the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſ 
* Iſa. vi. 12. 13. A text very obſcure 
hard to be underſtood; of which then 
therefore various opinions. This ſeem 
general to be the ſenſe of the words; 
a number of religious, praying people, 
the ſtay and ſupport of the publick int 
and help to keep things together, th 
may not run to ruin. Theſe are the 


— — — — — 
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*- The reaſon of God's ſparing them, when they gel 
be utterly deſtroy'd, was the refpe& he had to a PCr 
among them call d the godly ſeed. This is explained by 
liar fimilitude, plac'd before their eyes. The word u 
render ¶ when they caſt] i. e. their leaves, which the 
and we ſo ſupp! for thoſe words are not in the 
This word is &. 0 name of a gate, as you ſet 
xxvi. 16. To Shuppim and Hoſa the Lot came forth N 
with the gate Shallecheth. - To this gate there was a Ap 
Caſt up ground, planted on each ſide with-elms and o wit 
ſays the prophet, as theſe trees were the preſervation u 
rity of the high way to the gate of the temple; and! 
from mouldring away, ſo the ſmall number of xeligi 
ſons, a remnant among them in the land are the! 
and ſecurity of the Nation, which would otherwiſe ! 


ruin. 
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ce, the conſiſtency, and firmneſs thereof, 
roy it not, for a bleſſing is in it, Iſa. 
8. 

I. We are now to ſhew upon what ac- 
nts this is ſo deſirable, and the reaſons 
re are for our concern to obtain it. 
There's no need to dwell upon this: the 
g is ſo obvious in itſelf, that every one 
It eaſily apprehend it. I ſhall therefore 
er ve in a few things, briefly, 

That this is our trueſt and only * 1 
it takes in all that's neceſſary and eſ- 
alto it. Religion here begins at home; 
have firſt a charity for our own ſouls ; 
are not ſo much keepers of others vine- 
s, as not to keep our own, nor fo ſoli- 
s for the good of others, as to neglect 
ſelves. Like ſome people that mind 
body's buſineſs rather than their own : 
then our religion, tho it begins at home, 
ore ends there than our charity ſhould, 
is carried into our families, into our 


35 try, into the world, and the ſeveral 
ved 1" of it. We are not ſo thoughtful a- 
md Vv 


our ſelves, as not to look abroad and 


the der what may be done for others : But 
0 5 ng ſecur'd eur own intereſt and perſo- 


appineſs, we then ſtretch our cares far 
nd oy wide to others. And this carries in it 
ar"; at's good and deſirable, and compleats 
an's happineſs. This is to be bleſſed in- 

Some may be uſeful to others, and 
leſſed themfelyes ; others may be bleſſed 
F them- 


E y 


us to ſo near a reſemblance of the everh 
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themſelves, and yet no great bleſſings tot 
world or the church of God, tho” no ga 
man is altogether uſeleſs; but to be blef 
and a bleſſing compleats a man's hay 
neſs. 

2. This is our higheſt honour, it make 
man truly great, for it makes him re 
godlike and divine. Indeed not hing *bri 


ſed God, whoſe character is, thou art good, 
doeſt good, Pſal. cxix. 68. That's the glon 
the Jivine being: and for us to be bl 
and made a bleſſing, to be good and 
ood, makes us as like unto God himſel 
it's poſſible for a creature to be. 
And is there, can there be any thin 
deſirable as to reſemble God himſel 
imitate our heavenly Father ? this ( 
pleats a man's character, and is the hy 
dignity we can be advanced unto. W hat 
it that. made Fabes more honourablg 
his brethren, as we are told he was ! 
his great riches and wealth, his valou 
power, but his piety and devotion to ( 
and his uſefulneſs to others. 
A wiſe man will not value himſelfr 
ly or chiefly upon the honour of his | 
ly ; the largeneſs of his eſtate, the di 
of his poſt, and ſplendour of his equi 
but his uſefulneſs to the world, and they 
he does his country, 
3. This will be a ſingular pleaſure 
ſatisfaction to our own minds, and add 


1 


r to us comfort living and dying. The 
aſure ariſing to our ſelves from the re- 
jon is uncohceivable ; what a ſatisfaction 
hink, we han't been careleſs of our own 
ation, nor neglected the duties we owe 
others? Tho? we have nothing to boaſt 
and in many things come ſhore, yet thro' 
grace of God, we han't been altogerher 
leſs in the world, but done ſome good 
pur day and place; others have had our 
wiſhes and endeavours, our families, 
country, and eſpecially the church of God; 
have not lived for, and only to our ſelves, 
This will give us the good wiſhes of 
; but, which is infinitely more, we ſhall 
e the approbation of God himſelf. 
f we are a bleſſing to others, we ſhall 


nis 0 bleſſed our ſelves; vertue and piety chal- 
Wil 7 reſpect from all men; bur they that 
bis not only good themſelves but do a great 
| | 


| of good ro others, are worthy of double 

our. 

0 lays, The bleſſing of him that was ready 

Seriſh came upon him. Mordecai was ac- 

ed of the multitude of his brethren, and 

the good word ofall whoſe good word was 
rth having; becauſe he ſonght the welfare 
is people, and ſpoke peace to all his ſeed, 
her x. 3, Demetrius was we!! reported of 
men; Ep. 3. John 12. Every one had 
ood word for him. Such perſons as theſe 
the darlings of their country ; the de- 
t of mankind, They have the hearts 
F 2 and 
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his 
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equi 
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and affections, the prayers and good wily 
of others; are beloved and admired of: 
No one can lightly ſpeak ill of them. My 
a good word they have to ſay of the 
many a hearty prayer they put up for then 
the Lord bleſs them; they are good ml 
and do a great deal of good; often have) 
been refreſh'd by them, for ſuch a mang 
would even dare to die, which is the high 
elevation of a man's love; and riſes to ſo 
a proportion towards men eminently uſ 
that they think ſuch a life, as the peg 
told David, is worth ten thouſand of th 
Theſe men go off the ſtage with hon 
and die as much lamented, as they liv'd( 
ſired. f 

Whereas how ſtinging and ungrateful 
fall under, and that juſtly, the general 
proach of others; to have them curſe i 
names and memory, and hear from ti 
ſuch language as this, he is a good for! 
thing creature, he lives for no body buth 
ſelf ; hardly ever did a handſome genes 
thing in his life; the world has no god 
him while he lives, and will have no 
of him when he dies! Let him go lik 
miſer as he is: A ſelf. lover, a ſelf-ſeel 
all his cares and views are ſhrunk up 
the narrow compaſs of his little ſelf. 
this to a ſordid mind may give but li 
uneaſineſs, let the people hiſs him, he 
plauds himſelf, having his money in hisc 
it would be a cutting thing to others. 
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wrath of God abides upon them, berg 
they believe not on him whom he þ 
ſent. The curſe of God enters into allt 
are, all they have, and all they do, i 
their perſons, enjoyments, basket and 1 
The curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of 
wicked, Prov. iii. 33. God curſes their 
ſings, Mal. ii. 2. Curſed in the city, ani 
the field, curſed ſhall be thy basket, and 
ftore, curſed when they come in and go 
Deut. xxviii. 16, 17, &c. Their perl 
are hateful, and their ſacrifices an 
mination to God, wretched caſe, miſen 
creatures! without God, without Ch 
and without hope in the world. And u 
they are not bleſſings; but on the cont 
they are at beſt 
Uſeleſs perſons, and unprofitable; 
manner of ſignificancy in the world. I 
ſerve only to fill up a ſpace ; areborn for 
thing but to conſume rhe fruits of the ex 
They live only to eat, drink and (| 
chings that might be done and are dont 
creatures of much leſs dignity than th 
diſtinguiſhed from. others by the facult 
reaſon. Theſe do but cumber the'grc 
and take up the room of thoſe that mi 
be of ſervice to the world, while they 
no good themſelves. They ſtand all the 
idle, as if the world was only a hive 
drones. They live to themſelves and fo 
body elſe. Their whole lives are filled up) 
the moſt inconſiderable actions; fo that tl 
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be no traces left behind of their ap- 
rance in the world; but as ſoon as gone, 
y are forgotten, as if they had never 
n. But this is not all, they are not only 
profitable, but hurtful. So far from being 
leſſing and doing good, they do great 
chief in the world. One ſinner deſtroys 
ch good. They lin themſelves. The earth 
ans under the load of their guilt : the 
bluſhes at the ſight of their crimes. 
2 heavens are aſtoniſh'd at their horrible 
phaneſs and impiety. They carry fuel 
the flames, and heat the furnace ſeven 
s hotter. Theſe do nothing to ex- 
zuiſh the fire of God's wrath, but a great 
to augment it. But neither is this all, 
y do not only ſin themſelves, but they 
e others to fin. This was the brand 
d upon Jeroboam, that he did not only fin 
elf, but he made Viral to fin : we meet 
ee l it oftentimes, and particularly in one 
pter, where this is ſtill the cry, He depar- 
not from the ſins of ſeroboam, who made 
el to ſm, 1 Kings xv. 9, It, 24, 28. 
e ſame thing is repeated in each of theſe 
ſes ; and a worſe character no man can 
e. He ſinn'd himſelf yy ſetting up a 
e worſhip ; making the calves, and by 
example and perſuaſion, or authority, 
de others to ſin in worſhipping them. He 
$ principal in his own fins, and acceſſory 
he ſins of others. Such miſchicf many 
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do in the world, others learn of them to 
prophane and wicked; to ſwear and cui 
to lie, to ſteal, to be drunk, to contemn ( 
and his worſhip, deſpiſe religion, and my 
a mock of ſin, and a jeſt of the ſcriptun 
Theſe enemies of all righteouſneſs dif 
ceaſe to pervert the right way of the Ly 
and ſeek to turn others from the faith, 
intice them to all that's evil; ſo that t 
will have reaſon to curſe the day in whi 
they ever ſaw their faces. This is the q 
remptible character of many in the wor 
ſo far from being bleſſed and made a 
ſing, they are the peſts of the earth; 
plague of mankind ; like the devil being 
ftroy'd themſelves, ſeek continually toi 
vour others. They do great miſchief wit 
ever they come by their examples, or 
their ſubtilty and perſuaſions ; theſe an 
curſe to their families, the grief and exet 
of all good men; as they contribute to 
wickednels of the world, help to fill up! 
_ and compleat the meaſure of a nati 
uilt. 
, 2- This gives occaſion for ſelf-refle&i 
Let us from hence examine our ſelves, i 
conſider what part we have hitherto al 
upon the ſtage of the world. God 
ſpared us another year, in the ſpace of wi 
near thirty thouſand ſouls are gone into e 
nity in this city, and the parts adjacent. 
what has been the courſe of our action: 
year that's paſt ? have we been well emplg 
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ood idle another year? the Lord has 
vs alone this year alſo ; ſhouid he now 
e ſeeking fruit, would he find any thing 


re than leaves? have we been bleſſings 


the world, to the church of God, to our 
lies ? or, have we only cumbred the 


dund, and brought forth no fruit? what 


have we made of our talents, our times, 
ſeaſons and opportunities ? what good 
e we done with our eſtates ? what uſe 
e we been of in the world, to our 
ntry, to our families, and to the church 
God? what have we done for God? 
e we endeavour'd to promote his ho- 
rand intereſt in the world ? if not, then 


us conſider with our ſelves, was it worth 


le to come into the world, to live in it 
e have done? is this ſuitable to a rea- 
able being? what figure will it make 
dng thoſe we leave behind? is it ho- 
rable now ? will it turn to account and 
omfortable hereafter? the Lord pardon 
unprofitableneſs for the time paſt, and 
urge our deſires for ſervice the reſt of 
e few days we may have to live in the 
Id! and may the good Lord graciouſly 
pt whatever we have endeavour'd and 

pned for his glory, and others good. 
[. Then ſee what manner of perſons 
ought to be. Abraham was bleſſed and a 
ing; ſo ſhould we endeavour to be in our 
ral ſtations, and according to our dif- 
nt Capacities, I conclude therefore with 
G that 
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ephah, and compleat the meaſure of a nat 
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do in the world, others learn of them to 
prophane and wicked; to ſwear and cu 
to lie, to ſteal, to be drunk, to contemn 
and his worſhip, deſpiſe religion, and m 
a mock of ſin, and a jeſt of the ſeriptu 
Theſe, enemies of all righteouſneſs df 
ceaſe to pervert the right way of the Ly 
and ſeek to turn others from the faith, 
intice them to all that's evil; fo that 
will have reaſon to curſe the day in wh 
they ever ſaw their faces. This is the 


ſo far from being bleſſed and made a 
ſing, they are the peſts of the earth ; 
plague of mankind ; like the devil being 
ftroy'd themſelves, ſeek continually to 
vour others. They do great miſchief v 
ever they come by their examples, or 
their ſubtilty and perſuaſions ; theſe 2 
curſe to their families, the griefand exe 
of all good men; as they contribute tor 
wickedneſs of the world, help to fill up 


2- This gives occaſion for ſelf-refleQi 
Let us from hence examine our ſelves, 
confider what part we have hitherto ai 
upon the ſtage of the world. God 
ſpared us another year, in the ſpace of wil. 
near thirty thouſand ſouls are gone into Mu 
nity in this city, and the parts adjacent. Min 
what has been the courſe of our action Hal 
year that's paſt ? have we been well emploWn: 
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ſtood idle another year? the Lord has 
us alone this year alſo; ſhould he now 
ne ſeeking fruit, would he find any thing 
re than leaves? have we been bleſſings 
the world, to the church of God, to our 
Wilics ? or, have we only cumbred the 
und, 2nd brought forth no fruit ? what 
have we made of our talents, our times, 
ſeaſons and opportunities? what good 
e we done with our eſtates ? what uſe 


he Me we been of in the world, to our 
wolW@ntry, to our families, and to the church 
> 2 cod? what have we done for God? 
h; Fc we endeavour'd to promote his ho- 
ener and intereſt in the world? if not, then 
toß os conſider with our ſelves, was it worth 
Fee to come into the world, to live in it 
„ Oe have done? is this ſuitable to a rea- 
ſe ble being? what figure will it make 


bng thoſe we leave behind ? is it ho- 
rable now ? will it turn to account and 
omfortable hereafter? the Lord pardon 
unprofitableneſs for the time paſt, and 
Irge our deſires for ſervice the reſt of 
e few days we may have to livein the 
Id! and may the good Lord graciouſly 


'to Mpt whatever we have endeavour'd and 
God ned for his glory, and others good. 
of wil. Then ſee what manner of perſons 
into Wought to be. Abraham was bleſſed and a 
nt. Ming; ſo ſhould we endeavour to be in our 
ctionsWFral (tations, and according to our dif- 


nt capacities, I conclude therefore with 
G that 


| 
| 


OTTI . : TR 
7 2 — n þ 1 
4 7 \ * 93 
1 * +Y E 
4 bo . = 


( 42 ) 


that patriarchal wiſh, God give you the 
ing of Abraham, Gen. xxviii. 4. Noth 
greater can we deſire for our ſelves, 
ours, and for one another, Oh ! that (| 
wouldſt, as Fabez pray'd, bleſs me indy 
that is bleſs me, and make me a ble 
We are not born for our ſelves, but the 
lick, and ſhould endeavour to be a comn 
good. There's no one member in the 
rural body but hath its proper function 
the good of the whole: tho' it be 
an eye, or a hand. Every ſervant in 6 
houſe has his talent, and ought to « 
py them, whether they be five, 
two, or one. No man has a privileg 
be idle, and live upon the labours of oth 
but is obliged to do, what good he 
whether in a higher or lower ſphere of 
vity. This will be beneficial to others, oF ' 
fortable to our ſelves, and, above all, 
be pleaſing to God. If we have been 
ful in every good word and work, and{ 
the Lord Chriſt and the ſouls of me 
our different ſtation, we ſhall lie dow 
the grave with honour, and go off 
i Rage, not only with the applauſe of! 
I but with the enge of God himſelf, {@ 
| Mell done good and faithful ſervants, en 
into the joy of your Lord. Come, ye ble 
my Father, inherit the kingdom preparedji 
7 from the foundation of the world. Tou 
4 been bleſſed and a bleſſmg to many in pour 
i you have fed the hungry, clothed the 


ed the fick, relieved the priſoner; com- 
lefſed ſouls, bleſſed of men, but above 
bleſſed of my Father; bleſſed in time, 
bleſſed to eternity; cotne take poſ- 
on of all that glory and happineſs, de- 
ed for you in my Father's eternal coun- 
and purchaſed for you by my deareſt 
d. Ames. ĩ 0 
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ge 6. line 7. for, what it it #ſe, read, what wſe.it fl. line 
18, for Faraus, read, Pareus. p. 8, line 2y. for, claude- 
{ ſolo, read, ſolo clauderur, ſed ex te, line 30. for, Paras, 
Pareus. p. 28. in the marginal Note, p. 16. dele flinbitur, 
9 read, Up. 29. line 17. for, greatly and, read, and greatly, 
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The State of the Charity School in Gravel 
£ Southwark, as it now ſtands, Jan. rſt; 1 


| | 'HE Foundation of this School | 


= C . 


| in the Lear 1687. 
he number of Scholars was then 


Here Objects (as fuch) without Diſtind 
of Parties, are receiv'd, the general 6 
— ._'- _- 
Its ſituated in the pooreſt part about 
City, and the Children of the pooreſt 
of Watermen, -and Fiſhermen, who ar: 
capable of helping em themſelves, are 
taught. 

The Charge has been defray'd by 
Charity and Subſcription of private Peri 
_— with an Annual Collection on 

ay. 

The Managers have been enabled to 
ſome out Apprentice to Trades; and to 
all the Scholars Bibles, Teſtaments, 
Catechiſms; and hope, by the continu 
of good People's Liberality, to make it at 
tire Charity. 

The laſt Year, the Managers of the S0 
by this Charity, have put out to Appte 
and cloth'd ſeven Boys. 


